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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PARM, MPOL, SALT, PEPR, UR, US 

SUBJECT: FURTHER SOVIET COMMENT ON ARMS CONTROL 

REF: MOSCOW 2709 

SUMMARY: PRAVDA AND IZVESTIYA CARRY COMMENTARIES ON SALT 
WHICH DRAW HEAVILY ON BREZHNEV'S FEB. 24 SPEECH TO THE 
SUPREME SOVIET. IZVESTIYA EDITORIAL APPEARS TO BLAME 
ADMINISTRATION FOR DIFFICULTIES IN SALT. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IZVESTIYA EDITORIAL OF FEB. 27, ENTITLED "TO CONTROL 
THE ARMS RACE," IS DEVOTED LARGELY TO SALT. FOR THE MOST 
PART IT IS A ROUTINE LISTING OF SOVIET DISARMAMENT PRO- 
POSALS AND BEGINS BY SUMMARIZING BREZHNEV'S REMARKS ON 
FEB. 24 TO THE SUPREME SOVIET (REFTEL). ON SALT, THE 
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EDITORIAL CALLS FOR CONCLUSION OF AN AGREEMENT "IN 
STRICT CONFORMITY" WITH THE VLADIVOSTOK UNDERSTANDING. 

THE USSR, ACCORDING TO THE EDITORIAL, IS NOT TO BLAME FOR 
FAILURE TO REACH AGREEMENT ON THIS BASIS: THE U.S. 

SIDE HAS PRESENTED A SERIES OF PROPOSALS INTENDED TO 
REVISE THE VLADIVOSTOK UNDERSTANDING AND TO GAIN ADVAN- 
TAGES FOR ITSELF AT THE EXPENSE OF SOVIET SECURITY. THE 
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EDITORIAL CLAIMS THAT THE ' OBSTACLES" CREATED BY THE U.S. 

AT SALT MUST BE SEEN IN LIGHT OF U.S. EFFORTS TO STEP UP 
THE ARMS RACE. THE NEUTRON BOMB COMES IN FOR ROUTINE 
CONDEMNATION IN THE EDITORIAL. 

2. PRAVDA OF FEB. 28 PUBLISHES AN ARTICLE BY ITS POLITICAL 
OBSERVER V. KORIONOV ON "FORCES" IN THE U.S. OPPOSING 
DETENTE WHO ARE ENGAGED IN "THE CURRENT DECEPTIVE 
CAMPAIGN DIRECTED AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION." ACCORDING 
TO KORIONOV, THESE FORCES ARE UPSET BY IMPROVEMENTS IN 
THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION AND PARTICULARLY BY PROGRESS 
MADE IN SALT II AS WELL AS BY THE FACT THAT BOTH THE 

U.S. AND THE USSR ARE DETERMINED "TO CONCLUDE THIS 
WORK IN THE NEAR FUTURE." AMERICAN REACTION TO SOVIET 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE HORN OF AFRICA IS TREATED AS EVIDENCE 
OF THE UNREASONABLE ATTITUDE OF THE OPPONENTS OF A SOVIET- 
U.S. ARMS AGREEMENT AND THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES BY CITING 
BREZHNEV'S STATEMENT TO THE SUPREME SOVIET ON FEB. 24 THAT 
"FORCES" HOSTILE TO GOOD U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS HAVE SET 
UP OBSTACLES TO IMPROVED COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. 

3. COMMENT: THE IZVESTIYA EDITORIAL IS SOMETHING OF AN 
ANOMALY IN THE RECENT SOVIET COMMENTARY ON ARMS CONTROL 
WHICH WAS BEGUN BY PRAVDA S EDITORIAL ARTICLE OF FEB. 11. 

IT DOES NOT DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN OPPONENTS TO SALT AND 
THE MORE SOBER-MINDED ELEMENTS IN THE U.S.. AS HAVE MOST 
SOVIET PUBLIC STATEMENTS, AND COULD LEAVE THE SOVIET 
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READER WITH THE IMPRESSION THAT THE ADMINISTRATION IS 
TO BLAME FOR THE "OBSTACLES" TO PROGRESS IN SALT. 

MOREOVER. IZVESTIYA GIVES THE IMPRESSION THAT THE SOVIET 
NEGOTIATING POSITION CONTINUES TO BE THAT SALT II SHOULD 
DO NO MORE THAN TIDY UP LOOSE ENDS LEFT OVER AT VLADI- 
VOSTOK. (WE NOTE THAT BREZHNEV DID NOT MENTION VLADI- 
VOSTOK IN HIS FEB. 24 SPEECH.) ON THE OTHER HAND. 

KORIONOV'S ARTICLE IS CONSISTENT WITH THE SOVIET PUBLIC 
CAMPAIGN OF RECENT WEEKS WHICH HAS BLAMED ANTI-SOVIET 
FORCES IN THE U.S. FOR FAILURE TO CONCLUDE MUTUALLY 
FAVORABLE AGREEMENTS AND WHICH HOLDS OUT HOPE THAT 
AGREEMENT CAN YET BE REACHED QUICKLY. MATLOCK 
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